
The Complete Turf Care Guide
Practical artificial grass maintenance from Emerald Turf & Design

Save this guide for seasonal cleanup, routine care, and when to call a professional.

Artificial turf is designed to remove the weekly mowing, watering, and fertilizing cycle—but a few simple 

habits help it continue looking clean, upright, and ready to use. This guide covers the practical care most 

homeowners can manage, plus the situations where a professional inspection is a better call.

0.1 A simple routine goes a long way
For a typical residential yard, start with a visual walk-through every few weeks. Remove leaves, branches, 

and furniture debris before they become compacted into the fibers. Use a leaf blower on a low setting or 

a plastic rake; avoid sharp metal tools that can catch seams or backing.

If the area receives regular foot traffic, brush the turf against the fiber direction periodically. A stiff 

synthetic-bristle broom or turf rake lifts fibers that have settled under furniture, play equipment, and 

commonly used paths. The right cadence depends on use: a quiet side yard may need only occasional 

attention, while a pet run or active family backyard benefits from more frequent brushing.

0.2 Rinsing and pet cleanup
Rinsing helps clear dust, pollen, and light surface debris. Use a standard garden hose as needed, particularly 

after dry spells or when a space is used frequently. If pets use the area, remove solid waste promptly and 

rinse the affected spot. For occasional odor concerns, use a cleaner formulated for synthetic turf and follow 

its directions carefully.

Avoid household chemicals that can discolor, damage, or leave residue on the fibers. If you are unsure 

whether a product is suitable, test it in an inconspicuous area first or ask us before applying it across 

the lawn.

0.3 Spills and stains
Address spills early. Blot liquids with a clean cloth rather than grinding them into the surface, then rinse 

with cool water. For many everyday food and drink spills, a small amount of mild dish soap mixed with 

water is enough. Rinse again afterward so no soap film remains.

Oil, paint, adhesive, or other stubborn materials deserve a more cautious approach. Do not use harsh 

solvents, abrasive tools, or heat without confirming that they are compatible with your turf. A quick call 

can prevent a small spill from becoming a larger repair.

0.4 Infill, seams, and high-use areas
Some installations use infill to support the fibers, improve stability, or meet the needs of a specific 

application. Over time, heavy-use areas may need an inspection or top-off. If fibers seem consistently 

flattened, if drainage changes, or if you see movement at an edge or seam, contact us for an assessment 

rather than trying to pull or glue the material yourself.
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0.5 Seasonal care in the Tri-State area
During leaf-heavy seasons, clear organic material before it breaks down on the surface. In winter, use a 

plastic shovel or leaf blower for light snow removal and avoid sharp-edged metal tools. During very hot 

weather, turf can feel warmer than natural grass; shade, footwear, and a quick rinse can make the space 

more comfortable before use.

Keep open flames, grills, and heat sources well away from turf. Do not park vehicles on the surface unless 

the installation was specifically designed for that purpose.

0.6 What homeowners can handle—and when to call
Routine rinsing, light brushing, debris removal, and prompt spill care are suitable for most homeowners. 

Call us when you notice persistent odor, drainage concerns, lifted edges, seam separation, areas that no 

longer recover after brushing, or a stain you are not comfortable treating.

If you would like a second opinion on your turf’s condition or care routine, request a quote or contact the 

Emerald Turf & Design team. We can help you decide whether a simple care adjustment or a professional 

service visit makes sense.
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